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fashion now dominates given names

• massive since about 1960

• new names arrive (and disappear)

• although new?
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fashion in naming

parents are influenced / inspired by

o the own social environment 

o (social) media ‐ from everywhere
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starting year

speed of diffusion

number of social networks passedIngrid
The Netherlands

1.5%

1.0%

0.5%

0.0%

diffusion model (by word of mouth)

starting year of popular fashionable names
The Netherlands, more than 10,000 name bearers

ANS Conference 2023 5

boys

1920       Robin
1925 Luuk
1925       Roy
1927 Remco
1944 Milan
1945 Danny
1946       Wesley
1948       Kevin
1949       Jeffrey

girls

1920       Mariska
1920       Marjolein
1925       Jessica
1927 Fleur
1930       Tamara
1934       Merel
1936       Kim
1937       Chantal
1941       Wendy
1945 Anouk
1946 Amber
1948 Britt
1953 Melissa
1955 Mandy
1955 Cindy
1958 Romy

top year
between 1970‐2000

starting year of popular fashionable names
The Netherlands, more than 10,000 name bearers
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Dutch names
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open source data from National Statistics

long‐term international data

issues

• starting year of data (availability of historic time series)

• names of lower frequency (not given for reasons of privacy)

• counts (percentage is computable)

• ranks less useful for comparison

ANS Conference 2023 7

open source data

• The Netherlands (by name) 1790‐2020 n>4

• France 1880‐2020 n>2

• Norway 1880‐2020 n>3

• USA  1880‐2020 n>4

• Belgium / Flanders (Dutch)  1995‐2020 n>4

• Belgium / Wallonia (French)  1995‐2020 n>4 

• Scotland 1974‐2019 n>=1

• England and Wales  1996‐2020 n>2
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minimum annual frequency
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Scotland
USA

France

The Netherlands

Wallonia

England and Wales

Norway

Flanders

international long‐term statistics
(this study)

• The Netherlands 1790‐2020 n>=1

• France 1880‐2020 n>2

• Norway  1880‐2020 n>3

• USA  1880‐2020 n>4

• Belgium / Flanders (Dutch)  1900‐2020 n>4

• Belgium / Wallonia (French)  1900‐2020 n>4

• Scotland 1974‐2019 n>=1

• England and Wales  1982‐2020 n>2
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Ingrid
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Ingrid Bergman, 
Casablanca 1942

traditional Norwegian
/ Scandinavian

Flemish/Dutch fashion

Walloon/French fashion

Robert  early 20th century fashion
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startjaar

The Netherlands

Flanders

USA, French, 
Walloon fashion

UK fashion?

Norway
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Marjolein
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starting year

Dutch fashion

top names
for girls
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Laura

Emma

Laura top name 1980‐2005

ANS Conference 2023 15

UK fashion

continental fashion

USA fashion ahead
traditional

Emma top name 1980‐2022
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UK fashion ahead

traditional

USA and
continental
fashion

Lisa delayed adoption
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USA fashion ahead

UK fashion

continental fashion

top names
for boys
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Thomas

Lucas
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Thomas top name 1980‐2003
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USA tradition/fashion ahead

continental fashion

UK fashion?

Lucas top name 2008‐2018
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French fashion

other countries

Flemish fashion

Luc 
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Belgian fashion

Noah current top name 2000‐2022
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all countries fashion

general developments

annually between 1880‐2020

• least number of names for 80% of the children

• popularity (%) of the top name

small number needed for 80% > high popularity of top name

high number needed for 80%   > lower popularity of top name
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least number of names
for 80% of the girls

ANS Conference 2023 24



29‐1‐2023

5

least number of names
for 80% of the boys
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popularity of top name for girls
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0.8 – 1.6%

popularity of top name for boys
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0.9 – 1.7%

Belgian king
Albert

in conclusion

• simultaneous developments across Western Europe
• from tradition to fashion

• national and international preferences
• national: cultural identity
• international: multidirectional

• plea for co‐operation:
• more open source data [long term statistics]
• from more countries
• with joint research
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